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inTroducTion

In 2003, the ARA consortium, with the help of the Presi-
dent of the Ejido Commission Silvestre Ventura, bought 
the ejido (or communal) lands of San Miguel Xico located 
on the Del Marqués hill in order to begin construction 
on a housing project called ‘Real de San Martín’ in a 
426,350.90 m2 area of land where the building of 2,097 
homes was planned.

In the lower section, in a triangle from the cemetery on 
the boundaries of the San Martín Xico La Laguna district 
and to the east toward Chalco, the consortium bought 
another 245,487.27 m2 plot of land for the construction 
of 1,432 homes, making a total of 3,529 houses.

The first houses cover a major part of the eastern side of 
the Del Marqués hill, an area which the National Institute 
of Anthropology and History (INAH) has cited as a zone 
where there is a large concentration of archeological 
materials dating from the Preclassic period (1000 B.C.E. 
in Xico) to the stage of first contact with the Europeans 
(1520 C.E.), passing through the Classic or Teotihuacan, 
Epiclassic or Coyotlatelco, Early Postclassic or Toltec, and 
the Late Postclassic or Aztec periods.

Likewise, the houses planned for the lower part of the 
lot are located in the chinampa area where there is a 
moderate presence of archeological materials from the 
Teotihuacan and Aztec periods.

Thus, these developments represent a threat to the pres-
ervation of the archeological patrimony of the site and 
represent the final stage in its destruction, a systematic 
destruction that began more than 500 years ago with the 
arrival of the Spanish armies.

In this issue No. 19 of the History Booklets, the Valle de 
Xico Community Museum attempts to present a brief 
outline of the essential stages in the history of the site, 
and through dates and information to show the destruc-
tion that the archeological patrimony from each stage at 
the site has suffered.

We also share some introductory data on the findings 
and results produced by the excavations that were car-
ried out from November 2004 to February 2006 during 
the development of the 2004–2005 Xico Archeological 
Rescue Project that confirm the importance of the patri-
mony, which is in imminent danger of disappearing and 
being destroyed. 
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[Image Caption: Remains of bones from a prehispanic 
burial site in the cross section of a ditch dug by a bull-
dozer.]
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during ThE conquEsT and colonial pEriods

The archeological patrimony of the Xico site is shared 
by the urban centers of Chalco, Ayotla, Santa Catarina, 
Míxquic and Xico Nuevo and their gradual destruction 
began with the consummation of the conquest of Mexico 
Tenochtitlan by the Europeans.

During the military events in the Anáhuac Valley, the 
warriors of the chinampas region (Xochimilco, Míxquic, 
Tláhuac and Xico, among others) fought on the side of 
the Aztecs against the European invaders and after the 
end of the war, with victory falling upon Cortés and his al-
lies, Xico shared the same fate as the Mexica: they were 
subdued by the Spaniards, and their settlements and 
land were divided among the conquerors.

Xico became part of the Marquisate of the Valley of Oax-
aca, conferred by a royal decree from King Charles the 
Fifth, dated July 6th 1529, on the conquistador, Hernán 
Cortés, who, as it is well known, built a country house 
over a prehispanic building, obtaining the necessary 
construction materials by dismantling the indigenous 
structure.

On the southern side of the Xico hill, Cortés ordered the 
construction of a chapel devoted to his son Martín Cortés 
which remained standing until the second half of the 
20th century.

It would be the construction of recent settlements in the 
Chalco Valley that eventually brought down the chapel. 
From the materials that can be found in local houses we 
know that cut stones were used that came directly from 
ancient prehispanic buildings.

ThE consTrucTion of ThE Xico haciEnda

The island of Xico belonged to the descendants of 
Hernán Cortés until the mid 18th century. After that time, 
there is no information about the place except that in 
the mid 19th century a ranch by the name of San Juan 
existed on the site of Cortés’ country house.

The ranch stood on this site until the late 19th century, 
when it was bought from Carlos Rivas by the Noriega 
brothers on December 11th, 1890.

The Noriega brothers decided to build an agricultural 
commerce and trading centre on the site. To do so, they 
negotiated and obtained a concession from the govern-
ment of General Porfirio Díaz to drain the lake and build 
the Xico Hacienda. The concession was granted on 
October 17th, 1895.

Once again, the materials needed for the new construc-
tion were obtained from demolishing ancient prehispanic 
buildings. Corrals, pigpens, a granary, etc. were built. But 
it would not be until the raising of the embankment in 
the middle of the waters of the lake for the railroad track 
which came up to the main entrance of the hacienda that 
a major part of the archeological patrimony was lost.

In the high part of the hill, a brick wall of approximately 
1.5 meters was built to form an enormous corral. The 
wall would have been 3 kilometers long... Imagine how 
many prehispanic buildings must have been torn down 
in order to put up the new buildings that the hacienda 
required!
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ThE Xico archEological siTE

Estación Xico (Xico Station), Xico Viejo (Old Xico), San 
Miguel Xico, and also Xico del Cerro (Xico of the Hill), are 
all names that are used to identify this place.

Located to the southeast of Mexico City, the badly named 
Valle de Chalco Solidaridad municipality can be found in 
the heart of a plain that was formerly a lake. To the north 
it is bounded by the municipalities of Reyes La Paz and 
Ixtapaluca, to the east by Ixtapaluca and Chalco, to the 
south by Chalco and the Federal District, and to the west 
again by the Federal District.

Originally, La Mesa (or Del Marqués hill) and La Joya (or 
the Xico hill) formed an island in the center of the Chalco 
lake that was volcanic in origin: a dormant volcano.

Favorable conditions for human life require the presence 
of abundant resources (the water provided fish, water 
fowl, tule rush, insect larvae, etc., and the hill provided 
wood, edible plants, fruit, roots and the animals that 
roamed among the vegetation) as well as suitable condi-
tions for agriculture and navigation. All this must have 
excited the curiosity of the human groups that reached 
the mountain range that surrounds the site, groups who 
would have ventured across the lake and reached the 
island and settled first in the uppermost part of La Mesa, 
and later on the hillside, eventually managing to claim 
land from the lake and create chinampas with all the 
advantages that these small islands provided in being 
self-sufficient with regards to water.
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vallE dE Xico is born

Later, in 1975, the population of the valley began to grow, 
and many small hills or tlateles disappeared forever 
under the new buildings.

In Xico La Laguna, Guadalupana II and along the range of 
the Marqués hill district, several tlateles of old chinampas 
were covered over by new houses.

In La Mesa hill, on the side of “La Moctezuma,” soil and 
rock were dug up for the foundations and were also used 
as landfill for the new town. With this, the way of life of 
the animals in the locality began to change; they sought 
refuge in other places, and the local fauna began to 
disappear.

At this current point in time, the monumental patrimony 
has practically vanished. There are no more pyramids 
visible, the terraces and staircases of “La Moctezuma” 
are dismantled and have vanished. Many burial sites, 
the ones closest to the top and nearest to the surface, 
are destroyed and their offerings smashed or looted; and 
the stone mines, the quarries, are destroying even those 
objects that were buried deep below the ground.

[Image caption: Man digging out a pit for looting in an ex-
cavation unit.] 

With the introduction of public utilities, new damage 
was caused. The drainage ditches, the fittings for the 
sidewalks and potable water destroyed prehispanic walls, 
floors and burial sites. Many objects were simply thrown 
out on the surface of the ground; sometimes they were 
recovered by the construction workers who were then 
stripped of them by those in charge of the works.

On other occasions, it was the local people, especially the 
children, who picked up the artefacts, particularly those 
that were broken or incomplete, or the smallest pieces, 
and kept them in their homes.

Now there are other destinations where the looted 
objects and occasional finds end up: in the hands of the 
business owners, the professors and the civil servants 
who benefit from them.

Business owners receive all kinds of objects in exchange 
for beer, sodas, candy, food and money. Professors ask 
their students for the pieces that they have recovered, 
offering various excuses: that they are for the establish-
ment of a school museum or a government museum, to 
raise their grades, or objects for study and contempla-
tion. The objects are never returned. The civil servants, 
being the bosses, give items away as gifts or to gain favor 
with higher ranking officials or local leaders. With regards 
to this, there is an illustrative anecdote that I would like 
to relate.

An exhibition about traditional Day of the Dead ofrendas, 
or altars, was organized by the authorities in the Town 
Hall premises during Luis Enrique Martínez Ventura’s 
administration. As is customary, every local government 
department set up its own ofrenda. It was quite signifi-
cant that the one assembled by the Department of Public 
Works included various archeological objects discovered 
during the carrying out of their duties: the pieces had 
been in their offices.

ThE coMMunal farMlands (Ejidos) arE crEaTEd

After the Mexican Revolution, the government expropri-
ated land belonging to the Xico Hacienda and the archeo-
logical site was divided into several ejidos, or communal 
plots, shared by the communities in Chalco, Santa 
Catarina, Míxquic and Xico Nuevo. This made possible 
the further destruction of the site due to the parceling out 
of the land. 

The new owners or ejidatarios began working the land 
with shovels, pickaxes, hoes and iron bars to remove the 
rocks that were obstructing the furrows for the plows, 
and continued dismantling the walls of the prehispanic 
settlements in order to make the plot easier to work. In 
digging up the earth and rocks, many ceramic objects 
were destroyed, although pieces that were thought to be 
either pretty or that looked interesting were recovered 
and kept as toys for children. This went on for a long time, 
since there was a constant and repeated digging and 
plowing of the land. Small pots, figurines, little animal 
or human faces, small dishes, marbles, necklaces of 
different materials, even green stone beads so polished 
that they shone like little mirrors or glass marbles, were 
taken out from the earth: “We found stuff everywhere,” 
said the people that received the communal plots of land 
and worked them.

The archeological treasures are so many and varied that 
people from other places came to dig to look for figurines 
and pots. Many gringos began to arrive; we called them 
“moneros” (the doll guys). They came to buy archeologi-
cal pieces and so there was a renewed interest in looking 
for and collecting these objects.

On one occasion they told me that the children were al-
ways alert to any movement on the dirt road and as soon 
as they saw the gringos’ cars, they called out, “There 
come the moneros”, and anyone that had collected little 
figurines went out with his or her little bag to offer them 
for sale.

[Image Caption: A rock fence put up to delineate a com-
munal plot. Note the archeological strata from a prehis-
panic plinth in the background.
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ThE 2004–2005 Xico archEological rEscuE 
projEcT 

The 2004–2005 Xico Archeological Rescue Project was 
implemented by the INAH (National Institute of Anthropol-
ogy and History) authorities at the request of the ARA 
Consortium, in order to release the remaining plots that 
they had acquired in the lower zones of the eastern Xico 
hill and the Del Marqués hill, so that they would be able 
to continue work on the Real de San Martín housing 
project.

The first stage of the work, the fieldwork, began on 
November 2004 and ended on January 2006.

The project was entrusted to the archeologists Dr. Raúl E. 
Chávez García and Nadia V. Vélez. Their findings con-
firmed those of previous projects.

At the Xico site there are remains of human settlements 
stretching over the time span of the following periods and 
cultural horizons: burial sites and housing units from the 
Mid and Superior Formative (Zacatenco and Ticomán 
phases, 800 B.C.E. – 100 B.C.E.); the Classic Teotihua-
can Period (100 C.E. – 650 C.E.); Epiclassic Coyotlatelco 
(650 C.E. – 900 C.E.); a probable Toltec style settlement 
in the early Postclassic (900 C.E. – 1100 C.E.); and 
another of the Aztec style in the Late Postclassic (1100 
C.E. – 1520 C.E.).

Among the major discoveries made, the following stand 
out:

In the higher part of La Mesa hill, there are several 
tlateles or small mounds that feature Late Postclassic 
architecture (Aztec I, II and III.)

On the fringe of the terrain that represents the eastern 
slope of the same hill, there is a large concentration of 
archeological materials including ceramics, plinth walls, 
burial sites and housing units spanning all the aforemen-
tioned cultural stages. The construction of an asphalt 
road that will undoubtedly cause severe damage to the 
archeological site is planned in this very place.

On the higher part of the hill, a housing unit was located 
that contained walls, flooring, and courtyards but was 
lacking any traces of ceramics, or graves, as if it had 
never been inhabited. This site was released by the INAH 
and has already been destroyed by the construction 
company’s machines.

[Image Caption: Walls and flooring of a prehispanic settle-
ment on the high part of the Del Marqués hill.]

[Second image caption: Opening up the channels for the 
street and the drainage ditches in the prehispanic settle-
ment.]

rEal dE san MarTÍn

The construction of this housing project marks the culmi-
nation of the process of destruction that the Xico archeo-
logical site has suffered over the past 500 years.

But this particular threat is even greater; it is total. The 
trees are all cut down, the whole surface of the hill is 
swept away by machines digging two meters deep into 
the ground to open up the channels for the roads, the 
ditches for drainage and the potable water network. 
Nothing is saved: stone walls are dismantled, the cut 
stones scattered everywhere, the stucco floors torn 
up. Traces of former courtyards, walkways and houses 
disappear; ceramic vessels are pulverized and stone 
objects mutilated. Human and animal bone remains are 
scattered in every direction, with bones rolling around on 
the earth and left to blanch under the sun. Original burial 
sites complete with traditional offerings, the remains of 
homes, what was left of the platforms, pyramids and ter-
races – everything is destroyed, broken into pieces by the 
demolishing force of the powerful machines.

[Image caption: Archeological remains destroyed by ma-
chines. Real de San Martín housing project, 2005.]

All the wildlife is exterminated. Nowadays, it is fairly com-
mon to come across the carcasses of skunks, snakes, 
rabbits, gophers, ferrets, squirrels, and birds. There are 
no more trees, no fields of crops, no vegetation whatso-
ever. The hill is gone.

However, the construction of the housing project has 
barely begun. On the top of the hill 500 houses have 
been built, but there remain certain restricted areas 
where archeological monuments have been detected. 
The construction of the access road to the highest part 
of the hill represents the greatest danger, since it passes 
through the most important portion of the site where 
a large concentration of structures and archeological 
materials can be found.

The following chapter elaborates on the data of the 
most important discoveries made by the rescue project 
and on the need for active resistance in order to avoid 
destruction.

[Image caption: Snake crawling through an excavation 
unit. Xico Archeological Project, 2004–2005.]
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– To submit a request to the INAH authorities that the 
archeological objects recovered during the 2004–2005 
Xico Project not be removed from their place of origin 
(Xico) and that they be placed in the Valle de Xico Com-
munity Museum so that they can function as an educa-
tional component of the cultural dynamics of Xico.

[Image Caption: Machines at work on top of a pyramidal 
plinth, 2005.]

– To request from the INAH that a copy of the Official Re-
sults Report of the 2004–2005 Xico Rescue Project be 
handed to the authorities in charge of the local Cultural 
Department as well as to the Valle de Xico Community 
Museum.

– That the archeological rescue work be properly super-
vised. In other words, that recovery of the archeological 
objects which surface during the construction company’s 
development work be conducted by a qualified archeolo-
gist and not by undergraduate students from the National 
School of Anthropology and History.

– To launch an intensive educational and media cam-
paign regarding the contents and importance of the 
discovered remains that involves local schools and social 
organizations, in order to establish a culture of respect 
for and appreciation of the cultural patrimony.

– To advocate with the local, state and federal authori-
ties for the development of a Comprehensive Recovery 
Project of the District’s Natural Environment to ensure 
the rescue of the lakes and the slope of La Mesa hill, 
establishing it as a nature reserve that includes an 
ecotourism area and, at the same time, preserving the 
local archeological sites.

To conclude this issue 19 of the Booklets, which in 
view of the enormity of the problem seems to contain a 
dream, we would like to invoke a well-known quote that 
sums up its aim:

He who dreams, can know the past;
He who loves, can build the future;
He who loves and dreams, he is immortal.

Photography by Genaro Altamirano.
Community Museum Photographic Archive.

A pyramidal plinth, probably from the Aztec II period, was 
discovered, which, among its various architectural ele-
ments, featured a vaulted funeral chamber that had a 
rectangular shape and an entrance. A tomb of the Mete-
pec phase in the Teotihuacán period was uncovered, a 
cruciform shape with four niches facing the four cardinal 
points of the universe, and another pyramidal plinth of 
the Coyotlatelco period was also found with a courtyard 
and a wall with mural painting on both sides.

Clearly, the 2004–2005 Xico Archeological Rescue Proj-
ect has proved that, despite all the periods of constant 
destruction of the archeological patrimony of the Xico 
site, a large quantity of remains still exist underground 
and it is essential to fight for their preservation since 
they are our last chance to know about and study the 
characteristics of the diverse cultures that have settled in 
Xico in the past.

[image caption: Stratified layers showing diverse stages of 
occupation. The lowest are the oldest in time. 2005.]

a proposal for Xico

The threat that looms over the Xico archeological site is 
of such magnitude that only the joint intervention of all 
the sectors that make up society can create viable solu-
tions to allow the development of sustainable cultural 
tourism projects for our district.

Accordingly, the Local Commission for the Preservation 
of the Cultural Heritage of Valle de Chalco Solidaridad 
believes that, regarding the protection, conservation, and 
restoration of the remains discovered during the 2004–
2005 Rescue Project, the following courses of action, at 
the very least, should be implemented:

– To request the declaration of the eastern slope of La 
Mesa hill, from the area bordering the cemetery known 
as “La Rinconada” to the area known as “La Marranera”, 
as an Archeological Monuments Site, and to oversee the 
approval of the declaration by the executive.

[Image Caption: Cruciform vault tomb. Classical Period.]


